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About Moore Public Schools

ÅPre-Kindergarten through Grade 12

ÅServes Moore and South OKC (159 square miles)

ÅStudent Population ï24,700+

Å35 School Sites
Å25 Elementary Schools

Å6 Junior Highs

Å3 High Schools

Å1 Alternative Education School



About Superintendent Romines

Å25 Years in MPS
ÅElementary Education Teacher

ÅAssistant Principal

ÅPrincipal

ÅAssistant Superintendent, Elementary Instruction

ÅAssistant Superintendent, Personnel

ÅSuperintendent (named Supt. on May 13, 2013)



May 20, 2013

ÅFour days remaining in the school year

ÅNational Weather Service ïmoderate risk of severe 
thunder in the a.m. with strong possibility of tornados in 
the evening

ÅSunny but muggy day

ÅAround 11 a.m. NWS reported a high level threat for 
possible tornados in the afternoon (earlier than 
anticipated)



Timeline for Tornado
Å2:40 p.m. - The National Weather Service issues a tornado 

warning for Cleveland County (includes part of OKC and Moore)

Å2:52 p.m. - Radar indicates rotation may be reaching the ground 
near Moore

Å2:56 p.m. - First reports of a tornado in progress

Å3:01 p.m. - Tornado Emergency issued for Moore

Å3:16 p.m. - Tornado hits Briarwood Elementary

Å3:19 p.m. - Tornado hits Plaza Towers

ÅAlso hit were the Highland East gym and the Administration 
Building destroying the Technology Center

Å3:36 p.m. - Tornado ñropes outò and dissipates



Path of May 20, 2013 Tornado



Plaza Towers Elementary



Aftermath of a Catastrophe

ÅSearch and rescue

ÅIdentification: serious injury and/or loss of life

ÅDamage assessment/needs

ÅFinancial funds and transparency ïdocumenting all 
donations



Search and Rescue/Identification
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First Few Days

ÅMedia team in place

ÅBring your team 
together

ÅBring your kids 
together

ÅCounseling services


